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Literary Terminology (According to the Ankeny Community Schools English 9
Frameworks)

Allusion — a reference to a famous historical or fictional person, even, or work.
Example: “Immoderately she weeps for Tybalt’s death,
And therefore I have little talked of love;
For Venus smiles not in a house of tears.” --Paris

Write your own:

Aside — a dramatic convention in which the character “whispers” a remark which the
audience hears, but the other actors are not supposed to hear.

Blank Verse — un-rhymed verse, usually consisting of five iambic feet per line.
Shakespeare wrote his plays in blank verse.
Example: “Here comes your father. Tell him so yourself,
And see how he will take it at your hands.” — Lady Capulet

Comic Relief — a humorous scene inserted into an otherwise serious drama. Comic reliefs
are included by the author to provide a creak in the emotional intensity of the drama and,

by contrast, to heighten the seriousness of the tragedy that follows:

Name some comic relief characters from books or movies:

Identify comic relief in Romeo and Juliet.

Couplet -- two rhymed lines. In Shakespeare’s plays, a couplet usually signals to the
audience the end of a scene.

Dramatic Irony — this occurs when the audience of a play, or the reader of a work of
literature, knows something that a particular character does not know.
Example: Romeo mistakenly assumes that Juliet is dead, but the audience
knows she only appears to be dead.

Foil — a character whose personality or actions are in striking contrast to those of another
character. By using a foil, a writer highlights the other character’s traits or mood.
Shakespeare frequently uses a foil to emphasize the qualities of a character.
Example: In Act I, Scene I, Mercutio’s merry mood, jokes, and teasing make
him a foil for Romeo who is depressed and full of self-pity.

Name some other pairs who contrast each other.
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Foreshadowing — a device in fiction, drama, or narrative poetry hinting of events to come.

Imagery — the physical world recreated in print. Words and phrases written to appeal to
the senses.

Metaphor -- a figure of speech which is a comparison between two unlike things that have
something in common. It is a subtle comparison suggesting one item is another.
Example: “Love is a smoke made with the fume of sighs;
Being purged, a fire sparkling in lovers’ eyes;
Being vexed, a sea nourished with lovers’ tears.” --Romeo

Personification — a figure of speech in which human qualities are given to an object,
animal, or idea.
Example: “Death is my son-in-law, Death is my heir;
My daughter he hath wedded.” --Capulet

Pun — a play on words; a word or phrase used in such a way so as to suggest more than one
possible meaning. Words used in the pun are words that sound the same (or nearly the
same) but have different meanings.

Examples: “An old hare hoar, :
Mercutio uses the
and an old hare hoar, insulting puns hare, a
Is very good meat in Lent. rabbit or prostitute,
But a hare that is a hoar, and a hoar, old
Is too much for a score
When it hoars ere it be spent.” -- Mercuuu

“The problem with the gene pool is that there is no lifeguard.” —
Stephen Wright

Your turn: Write some “punny’ lines:

Oxymoron — a figure of speech consisting of two apparently contradictory terms, such as
“noiseless noise,” “brutal kindness,” or “happy pain.”
Example: “Parting is such sweet sorrow.” -- Juliet

Simile — a figure of speech which makes a comparison using the terms “like” or “as”
between two unlike things that have something in common.
Example: “How silver-sweet sound lover’s tongues by night,
Like softest music to attending ears.”

Soliloquy — a speech that a character gives when he or she is alone. Its purpose is to let the
audience know what the character is thinking.

Tragedy — a dramatic composition in which a disastrous series of events befalls the hero.
This hero, often a person of high rank, reaches his disastrous end because of tragic flaw or
defect in his character.



Enrichment Opportunity

There is a wealth of activities a teacher would like to use for any unit. Unfortunately, there
often isn’t enough time for all of them. If you are self-motivated and would like to extend
your learning, you are welcome to complete the following activity:

Much artwork has been based on William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet. Analyze one
of these works and address the following in an essay:

Who is illustrated?

What scene is being depicted?

What is the importance of the scene?

What details did the artist accentuate and for what purpose?
What details in the artwork allude to previous scenes?

Are there any foretelling details of the plot yet to come?
What imagery details are strong in the illustration, and how?

Please use MLA format.
Please include a print out or photocopy of the artwork being analyzed.

Value: Extent of analysis will be the determining factor in points received.

Due:

Possible Selections by Artists:

Briggs, Henry Perronet. Juliet and the Nurse (1827)

Brown, Ford Madox. Romeo and Juliet (1867)

Brown, Mather. Romeo, Juliet and Friar Laurence (undated)
Calderon, Philip H. Juliet (1888)

Dadd, Richard. Sketch for the Passions. Love (1853)
Dicksee, Frank. Romeo and Juliet (1884)

Elmore, Alfred W. Romeo and Juliet (undated)

Leighton, Frederic, Lord Leighton. Count Paris (1856-58)
Leighton, Frederic, Lord Leighton. Reconciliation of the Montagues and Capulets (1853-1855)
Pettie, John. The Friar and Juliet

Stephanoff, James. Juliet’s Chamber, Act IV, Scene 5 (1853)
Thomson, Henry. Juliet After the Masquerade (1825)
Waterhouse, John William. Juliet

Wyatt, Henry. Juliet: “O Romeo, Romeo” (1832)



